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Ms. Olivia Yaung, Principal of Valencia High School
It is an honor and privilege to serve as Principal of Valencia High School. I want
to express my gratitude to our outstanding students, staff, and parents for making
our school such a special place. With a talented and dedicated staff who is second
to none, we provide our students with a wide range of opportunities to excel in
academics, athletics, arts, activities, and academic competition. Each of these programs perform at the highest levels and have made Valencia a destination school.
Students come here for the unique opportunities provided including 30 AP courses
and 25 IB courses for a total of 55 college level courses available. With combined
pass rates consistently over 90%, students recognize the value of what Valencia has
to offer in their pursuit of acceptance to the elite universities in the nation. Students
also come to access our technology and the wide range of STEM courses in our Val
Tech program to prepare them for success in the 21st century. Our AVID program
has received National Demonstration School status for our exemplar college readiness system and use of AVID strategies school wide. Athletics, performing arts,
clubs, and academic competition teams including Academic Decathlon, Science
Olympiad, Chemistry Olympiad, FIRST Robotics, Cyber Patriot, and Mock Trial,
are a source of pride and provide students with further opportunities for involvement.
Valencia High School is a special place where everyone belongs. It is our commitment to creating high expectations in a nurturing environment that allow both staff
and students to thrive. I look forward to all that will be achieved this year as we
prepare our students for a bright and prosperous future.
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New Assistant Principals
By: Brendan Munoz

Michael Young is one of the fresh new faces on campus.
Young is the new Guidance Assistant Principal here at Valencia. Prior to Valencia, Young attended the University of California, Santa Barbara. He originally majored in Accounting.
It was only during his Junior year that Young veered towards
a major in Global Studies. This provided the foundation for
Young’s interest in the diversity of different peoples and eventually lead him down the path of becoming an Assistant Principal.
After graduating, Young volunteered with the United States
Peace Corps in Lesotho, Africa for two years before he got his
next job as the Events Coordinator for the AIDS Services Foundation of Orange County. A year later, Young found another position working for La Clínica de La Raza as their Annual Fund
Administrator. After La Clinica de La Raza, he worked at YLMS
as an ELA and technology teacher for 1 year, then at Tuffree for
5 years as an ELA / Video Production teacher, then he was promoted to Assistant Principal at Travis Ranch for 4 years, then he
got promoted to Valencia. Now, as the Assistant Principal of Valencia High School, Young is keen on making a lasting impact.
When asked about his reasons behind his active interest in Valencia, Young stated, “I saw this campus as not only having a ton of diversity, but it has quite a variety of different students with different
needs that I could serve.” Young continued to explain that the dedication paired with diversity on campus truly makes Valencia special.

Michael
Young-

His passion for helping students embrace their individuality is
what lead Young to apply for the position. With regards to his
plans for the school year, Young is working on emphasizing student engagement. Whether it be through academics, clubs, sports,
or other after school activities, Young believes Valencia should
have something to offer for everyone. He has made himself accessable to students, making engaging with him easy. “Showing that I support them, whether it’s at a football game, or at a
band tournament … I’m really looking forward to getting out to
some of the events I haven’t been to in awhile,” Young explained.
He has been able to not only assist student, but teachers as well.
Young has been labeled by some on campus as a great reference when using technology. Young continues to use his knowledge of Aeries as well other school programs to aid teachers in
their classrooms. In addition, Young has been incredibly responsive and warm, facilitating a positive working environment.

Photos by: Jeannine Morales-Aguilar
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-Chris
Herzfeld

Chris Herzfeld is one of the two new Assistant Principals of Valencia High School (VHS). Herzfeld’s position is curriculum focused. Originally, he started his career teaching reluctant learners who were disengaged. Due to his experiences with students
less inclined to take part in their own education, Herzfeld’s
passion for encouraging student interest was kindled. “I sort of
stumbled into my first administrative job,” disclosed Herzfeld.
Herzfeld began his administrative career in education as an Interim
Assistant Principal in Colorado and was soon appointed to the position permanently. After working four years in this position, Herzfeld
moved to California where he acquired similar roles in the Huntington Beach Union High School District, Ocean View High School,
and Fountain Valley High School. Herzfeld worked as principal at
Fountain Valley High School for a little over ten years, as well as
three years at Laguna Beach High School before coming to VHS.
Despite being relatively new to Valencia, Herzfeld states “I find

Michael Young

VHS to be very familiar.” In regards to Herzfeld’s future goals for
Valencia, he too (like Michael Young), desires to engage students
in campus life. Seeking to create a more interesting and interactive learning environment, Herzfeld specified, “I do think we have
some opportunities for students and staff to become a little less isolated in their own programs and become more aware of the overall
school.” While acknowledging his own efforts towards promoting
student interest, Herzfeld humbles himself by recognizing that he is
also apart of a collective effort of Valencia staff and his colleagues.
Currently, Herzfeld claims to be enthusiastic about Valencia and
what it has in store for him, “I am excited to be here and to dig
into the wide variety of awesome opportunities students have at
VHS.” Herzfeld also notes that VHS is one of the most diverse
campuses he has experienced, regarding the school’s “socioeconomic status, ethnicity, language, previous success and future
goals.” Another aspect of Valencia that Herzfeld appreciates is
the staggering amount of staff members that encourage students
and engage them in classes and other extracurricular activities.
Herzfeld also seems to derive inspiration from staff’s committed attitude and serious efforts “in trying to build something meaningful and challenging for EVERY student.”
Herzfeld articulates that the mantra “Pride, Tradition, and
Excellence” resonate with him. “...those values are not just
a slogan” states Herzfeld. “If I exemplify what I value in
what I do and how I treat people, those values will spread.”

Chris Herzfeld
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OFFENSIVE LINEMAN
Photos and Article By: Jose L. Mejia

Valencia High School (VHS) football
team, home of the tigers, has had
three California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) championships and 15
overall team league championships.
Many individuals, when watching
or attending a football game, usually keep an eye out for players
such as a quarterback (QB), wide
receiver, running back, safety, and
lineman. Those less knowledgeable
about football might not have an idea
of how critical a lineman’s role is
throughout the game. The lineman’s
purpose is to protect the QB from the
opposition.

asked how practice helps him feel
prepared Gonzalez stated, “Practice
makes me feel prepared because it
gives me [an outlook] of what I can
expect [on game day]”.

Starting lineman, Brandon Gonzalez,
number 68 , has been in VHS’s football program for all four years.

Gonzalez’s position is to protect the
QB in a football game. This requires
him to keep the defense away from
the QB. Physically, the task is to
place his body in front of the QB and
physically stop the defensive lineman. According to gobigrecruiting.
com, the average high school lineman is approximately 210-220 lbs.
This weight and velocity, lunged at
the QB can prove to easily disarm

Gonzalez recognizes that practice
is the key to success and skill. Over
summer, the varsity Tigers would
practice everyday except Fridays
through Sundays. Now that school is
in session, practice starts from 2:00
P.M. and ends at 6:00 P.M. When
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Gonzalez conveyed that the formula
for success and mental emotional
components are similar in practice
and league games. He continued to
describe the pressures of an actual
league game, surrounded by a crowd
and facing the opposition; “It’s a
little harder, but we treat it like a
practice that way we are able to do
our job.”

the ball from him. Gonzalez’s job
requires him to become the obstruction. He claims, “It’s a rush.”
Clearly, not all games come home as
wins, providing players with athletic
and strategic obstacles. Gonzalez
welcomes challenges and adversity,
“If it’s a win or loss, I have to move
on to the next game.” Gonzalez believes that a strong mentality to overcome a loss assists in progressing in
future games.
The key to victory for Gonzalez is to
have a positive mindset and to play
with integrity. Gonzalez has created
a bond with his teammates stating
that the team has become more of a
“brotherhood” that “pushes you, so
you don’t [want to] let them down.”
It is evident that Gonzalez’s hard
work as a starting lineman is not
only important during practice, but
during a league game. His role is an
integral piece of the football team’s
success.

AD
Athletic

Director
ABOUT ME
Kevin Ferguson is entering his 24th year
in education. including 16 years as an
Athletic Director and
coach. This is his
1st year at Valencia.

CONTACT
(714) 996-4970
x10012
kferguson
@pylusd.org

SPORTS

Kevin Ferguson

Welcome to the 2017-18 school year Tigers!! Our Fall season is off
and running with football, volleyball, cross country, girls tennis, girls
golf and boys water polo. We have a lot to look forward to this season.
Football is 2-3 after non-league play, picking up a dominating victory over Brea (56-0) and a solid win over Troy (30-13). After a bye
week, the team will begin Empire League play on October 5th hosting Cypress at Bradford Stadium. The boys are looking to repeat as
League Champs and make a run through the playoffs. Good luck Tigers!!
Volleyball has struggled through the early part of their schedule, but are primed to turn things around during league. The girls
play with a lot of spirit, refusing to give even an inch to their opponents. Their hard work and determination is about to pay off.
Boys & Girls Cross Country trained hard over the summer which
has resulted in some amazing performances this season. Several Tigers have placed in the top ten of their respective races, while competing at various Invitationals across Orange County. Both teams
are now focused on placing well in league and qualifying for CIF.
Girls Tennis has battled through a gauntlet of highly ranked opponents this season. These game should prepare them to dominate the
Empire League. The Tigers are led by #1 doubles team of Vandana Kadiamada & Chole Tran. The team won their league opener and are hopefully on their way to another League Championship and playoff run.
Girls Golf is off to an impressive start this season. These ladies are undefeated in league and continue to challange the opposition. The Tigers are led
by senior Emily Chao; she is one of the top players in the league.
Boys Water Polo is another team playing with a very challenging non-league
schedule in preperation for general league play and CIF competition. The boys
won their first game of league and are on their way to battle for the league crown.

Photo By: Darcy Mendoza
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FALL

Sports
Schedule
Key *:Conference
TBA:To Be Announced

Varsity Football

Sept. 01 at Yorba Linda 7:00PM L, 14-34

Sept. 08 Brea 7:00PM W, 56-0
Sept. 15 at El Dorado 7:00PM L, 13-14

Sept. 21 Troy 7:00PM W, 30-13
Oct. 05 Cypress* 7:00PM
Oct. 13 Western* 7:00PM W, 43-13
Oct. 20 at Tustin* 7:00PM
Oct. 27 at Kennedy* 7:00PM
Nov. 03 Pacifica* 7:00PM

Boys Water Polo

Sept. 07 Esperanza 4:15PM L, 3-11
Sept. 08 vs Canyon Crest @ Weisz Cup L, 1-13

Sept. vs Aliso Niguel @ Weisz Cup L,1-12
Sept. 09 vs Buena Park @ Weisz Cup L, 2-8

Sept. vs JSerra @ Weisz Cup L, 4-9
Sept. 12 Laguna Hills 4:15PM L, 11-8
Sept. 14 Fullerton 4:15PM L, 6-10
Sept. 18 vs Troy 4:15PM L, 4-10
Sept. 26 at Don Lugo 7:00PM L, 6-18
Sept. 27 Western* 3:15PM W,13-2
Sept. 28 at Villa Park Classic L, 5-15
Sept. 29 at Villa Park Classic L, 3-7
Sept. 30 at Villa Park Classic L, 4-7
Oct. 02 at Yorba Linda 4:15PM L, 1-11
Oct. 04 Canyon 4:15PM L, 10-12
Oct. 05 at Tustin* 3:15PM W, 6-4
Oct. 12 at Kennedy* 3:15PM L, 6-11
Oct. 18 at El Dorado 4:15PM
Oct. 19 Pacifica* 3:15PM
Oct. 24 JSerra 4:30PM
Oct. 26 Cypress* 3:15PM

Girls Volleyball

Sept. 05 Katella 4:30PM L, 2-3
Sept. 06 El Dorado 4:30PM L, 0-3
Sept. 12 Buena Park 4:30PM W, 3-0
Sept. 14 at Sonora 4:30PM L, 0-3
Sept. 16 vs Peninsula @ Kennedy L, 0-2
Sept. vs St. Anthony @ Kennedy L, 0-2
Sept. vs Western @ Kennedy W, 2-0
Sept. vs Tustin @ Kennedy L, 1-2
Sept. 19 El Modena 4:30PM L, 2-3
Sept. 21 Cypress* 4:30PM L, 0-3
Sept. 28 at Tustin* 4:30PM L, 0-1
Oct. 03 at Kennedy* 4:30PM L, 0-3
Oct. 05 Pacifica* 4:30PM W, 3-0
Oct. 06 Western* 4:30PM W, 3-1
Oct. 12 at Western* 4:30PM W, 3-1
Oct. 16 Tustin* 4:30PM L, 0-3
Oct. 18 Kennedy* 4:30PM L, 0-3
Oct. 24 at Pacifica* 4:30PM

Boys Cross Country

Girls Cross Country

Girls Golf

Girls Tennis

Sept. 09 vs Pat Hadley Memorial
@ Tri-City Park 8:00AM
Sept. 23 vs Sunny Hills Invitational
@ Craig Regional Park 8:00AM
Sept. 30 vs Brea Invitational @Carbon
Canyon Regional Park 8:00AM
Oct. 04 vs Empire League Challenge*
@ Craig Regional Park 2:00PM
Oct. 14 vs Orange County
Championships @ 8:00AM
Oct. 21 vs Mt. SAC Invitational
@ Mt. SAC 8:00AM
Oct. 25 vs Empire League Finals* @ Craig
Regional Park 1:30PM
Nov. 11 vs CIF Prelims
@Riverside Cross Country Course TBA
Nov. 18 vs CIF FInals
@ Riverside Cross Country Course
Nov. 25 vs CIF State @Woodward Park,
Fresno

Sept. 06 vs El Dorado
@Black Gold W,246-234
Sept. 07 El Dorado 3:30PM W,249-228
Sept. 11 Tee it up for the Troops 3:00PM
Sept. 12 vs Kennedy
@Lakewood 2:30PM W,293-209
Sept. 14 Western* 3:30PM W,315-217
Sept. 18 vs Tustin
@ Tustin Ranch* 4:16PM W,277-234
Sept. 21 Cypress* 3:30PM W,265-218
Sept. 25 vs Sonora @ La Mirada L, 206-246
Sept. 28 Kennedy* W, 296-206
Oct. 03 vs Western @ Dad Miller* 2:30PM
W, 301-245
Oct. 05 Tustin* 3:30PM W, 256-223
Oct. 10 vs Cypress* @ El Dorado 2:30PM
Oct. 11 Sonora 3:30PM
Oct. 12 Esperanza 3:30PM
Oct. 17 vs League Finals @ Dad Miller
Oct. 18 vs League Finals @ Meadowlark

TIGER UNIVERSITY

Date:			

Workshop Topic:

November 6th		
December 4th		
February 5th		
March 12th			
March 26th 		
April 23rd 			

CSU Applications
Common Application
Community College Applications
Comparing the SAT and ACT
College Placement Exams
NCAA Eligibility

College Visits:
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November
College Application Assistance
(M-F After School)

Sept. 05 at Villa Park 3:00PM W,12-6
Sept. 07 at Yorba Linda 3:00PM L, 6-12
Sept. 11 at El Dorado 3:00PM L, 7-11
Sept. 12 Esperanza 3:00PM W, 13-5
Sept. 14 at Orange Lutheran 3:00PM L, 3-15

Sept. 19 Beckman 3:00PM L,3-15
Sept. 20 Canyon 3:00PM L, 6-12
Sept. 28 at Tustin* 3:00PM W,15-3
Oct. 03 at Kennedy* 3:00PM W, 14-4
Oct. 05 Pacifica* 3:00PM W, 12-6
Oct. 12 at Western* 3:00PM W, 15-3
Oct. 13 at Western* 3:00PM W, 15-3
Oct. 17 Tustin* 3:00PM W, 13-5
Oct. 18 at Cypress* 3:00PM W, 11-7
Oct. 19 Kennedy* 3:00PM
Oct. 23 Cypress* 3:00PM
Oct. 24 at Pacifica* 3:00PM
Oct. 25 at League Finals
Oct. 26 at League Finals
Oct. 27 at League FInals

What:

Many colleges and universities are visiting VHS to meet
with students. Stop by the College and Career Center to
get a schedule and learn more.

Other available assistance:

Sept. 09 vs Pat Hadley Memorial
@Tri-City 7:00AM
Sept. 16 vs Woodbridge
@Silverlake, Norco 5:00PM
Sept. 23 vs Sunny Hills @Craig 7:00AM
Sept. 30 vs Brea @Carbon Canyon
7:00AM
Oct. 04 vs Empire League Challenge*
@Craig 1:00PM
Oct. 14 vs Orange County Championships
@7:00AM
Oct. 21 vs Mt. SACl @Mt. SAC 11:00AM
Oct. 25 vs Empire League Finals*
@Craig 1:00PM
Nov. 11 vs CIF Prelims
@Riverside Cross Country TBA
Nov. 18 vs CIF FInals
@Riverside Cross Country TBA
Nov. 25 vs CIF State
@Woodward Park, Fresno 9:00AM

VHS Workshops geared towards
parents and students, covering
hot topics!

Where:

VHS College and Career Center
(chughes@pylusd.org)

When:

7:30AM-8:15AM on designated
Mondays

February
Financial Aid Assistance
(M-F After School)

March
Community College Application
Assistance
(M-F After School)

V A L E N C I A

H I G H

S C H O O L

JOIN
EL TIGRE
PUBLICATION
E X P L O R E J O U R N A L I S M
L E A R N A B O U T
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“Topping”
it
Off:
VHS Orchestra Benefits
Photo Courtesy of: Apple Photography

from Mr. Bruce
Topping’s
Experience
Article by: Andrew Portugal

New Teachers
Ms. Van Deventer
Computer
Science
& Web Design
Room #801
Ms. Puccini
Language
Arts
LA 2 & LA 3
Room #213

Topping has been the head of the orchestra program
at VHS for decades. Students and orchestra members alike may see him as solely a music teacher.
However, this perception greatly understates the
talents and abilities he holds as a prestigious professional musician.

Ms. Thai
Mathematics
Geometry
Algebra 1A
Room
Photos By: Eunice Chavez #1109

As many musicians do, Topping had a very young
start to his music career. Around the ages of three to
five years old, his father taught him to play the tenor
guitar-a smaller version of a normal guitar with only
4 strings. By the age of 7, he started playing on a full
sized guitar, and was learning more elaborate pieces.

He played bass at the Baxter Street Restaurant in
Newport Beach, and also played in numerous musicals at the Elizabeth Howards Theater in Tustin. He
additionally played in several professional regional
orchestras in the counties of Los Angeles, Orange,
and San Bernardino. He even played bass on the
famous parade floats of Disneyland.

He got his start in orchestra in 7th grade, playing a
staple instrument: the violin. Although he enjoyed
playing it dearly, he longed for something that was
more reminiscent of the days of his house band, with
which he gained many fond memories. “My brother
played the guitar, and I played the bass right alongside him. To us kids, it was so much fun.” So, in 9th
grade, he proceeded to pick up an instrument that
he would play for the rest of his musical career-the
upright string bass.
The skill and expertise he exerted in playing the bass
was a talent that would take him past high school
and launch him into a professional career. After he
graduated, he attended Chapman University and
began studying Music Education. During Topping’s
college years, he played the bass in Chapman’s
symphony orchestra, chamber orchestra, and jazz
ensemble.
Using his college experience, he dove into the world
of professional music. He was an active bassist in the
Orange County and Los Angeles areas for ten years.
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Aside from playing bass professionally, he aspired
to be a professional conductor. In order to fulfill
this dream, he began teaching elementary string
orchestras at the age of 23, and then branched off to
middle and high school programs, where he remains
teaching today. Along with teaching within the
school system, he became an associate conductor of
the Orange County Youth Symphony orchestra, conducting major orchestral works and youth concerts
at Segerstrom Hall in Costa Mesa, which had audiences of up to 3000 people.
Although he has had overwhelming success in the
professional music realm, Topping views his thirtysix years of orchestra conducting as the highlight
of his career. He loves the program for its diversity,
“Teaching over 200 students with varying skill levels
is what really excites me and challenges me to be a
better conductor.” The program is a challenge that
he has managed time and time again, and one that
he wishes to keep continuing to work on for many
years to come.

Señora
Suchsland

Photos and Article by: Jeannine Morales-Aguilar

VHS offers Spanish One, Two, and Three;
Spanish for Native Speakers (NS) two and
three; Spanish Four and Five Advanced
Placement (AP). In addition, the Spanish
four AP and International Baccalaureate
Standard Level (IBSL)/International Baccalaureate Higher Level (IBHL) classes
have been offered in previous years.
Students in Spanish Three Honors will
be able to have the option of taking an
AP test in their second semester. This
class is different than prior years because
students will have to be learning the
same material as the Level Four AP class.
Paola Suchsland said, ¨Nos sentimos muy
contentos de tener la clase ya que esta
clase les dará a los estudiante nativos del
español la oportunidad de tomar más de
un examen AP en Español. La idea de esta
clase surgió gracias a la conferencia de
AVID este verano pasado. En la conferencia [Steven] Picht [maestro de Español] y
a mí se nos ocurrió la idea de ofrecerles
esta oportunidad a nuestros estudiantes.¨
			

¨We are very pleased to have the
class because this class will give native Spanish students the opportunity to take more than one AP
exam in Spanish. The idea for this
class came about through an AVID
conference this past summer. At
the conference [Steven] Picht [another Spanish teacher] and I came
up with the idea to offer our students this opportunity.¨ -Suchsland

A survey was provided to students in the
new class. A general sentiment was that
the class provides rigor, but will benefit
them when applying to colleges. They
also expressed a desire to be labeled fluent
in Spanish in order to be deemed bilingual.
Suchsland and Picht both hope students
will achieve more success within their
program. Ultimately, the goal is to pass
the AP exam as a native speaker. The AP
exam is typically not offered to the Native Three class, making this the first time
students have the chance to obtain college
credit.
EL TIGRE 10

[VHS Hosts]

WOMEN
IN
INdustry
By: Trinity Dunvan

The Women in Industry event took place on October 17th
in the Valencia High School (VHS) auditorium. It featured women in prominent leadership positions, imparting
their knowledge and granting the audience access to some
insight into what it is like to be a woman in the workforce.
The auditorium housed roughly 250 to 300 students, staff,
and community members who came to hear the speakers and panelists recount their experiences in their fields
of work. The event also enlisted the help of VHS student
groups. TigerTube live-streamed the entire event and VHS
Culinary made over 500 baked goods and prepared fresh
lemonade to serve throughout the course of the night.

multiple different schools in the district to establish the
details of the evening.

The district-wide event was created with the objective of
exposing young individuals to different pathways through
Career Technical Education (CTE). This event was created
for both male and female students across all grade levels.
Nancy Watkins, former VHS Assistant Principal, and Susan
Sawyer, a former VHS instructor, were some of the driving
forces behind the staging of the event. Watkins wanted to
ensure that Valencia students were exposed to other career
paths, so she reached out to Caroline Bostwick, a VHS
senior whom she believed exemplifies the CTE program’s
rigorous standards, to assist in the planning of the Women
in Industry night. Bostwick helped to recruit some of the
panelists and met with other student representatives from

The panel was comprised of 14 women from diverse
fields of work. Michelle Barlow is the Assistant Director
of Facilities and Campus Services in Claremont at Claremont Mckenna College. Valerie Campbell is employed at
Gates, O’Doherty, Gonter & Guy, LLP where she works
as an associate attorney. Sue Enquist is a former softball
coach with six Hall of Fame titles and 11 National Championships to her name. Linda Greer was a CTE instructor who is now working for the California Department of
Education as an Education Programs Consultant. Another
panelist was Kathy Johnson, who, for numerous years,
headed a construction and property management company.
Millicent Lumley works at Supermicro as a Director of
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There were six student representatives from five different
schools. Bostwick represented VHS, Emilee Carr represented Esperanza High School, Ashley Martinez and Kate
Smith were representatives from El Dorado High School,
Allie Gardiner represented Yorba Linda High School, and
Kelly Kudlik was a representative of Parkview School.
Each representative prepared two questions for each panelist concerning their careers, educational backgrounds, and
any advice they had to give about other general inquiries.

Sales and Mary Miller is a defense attorney who is also a
registered nurse. Robin Osborn is the owner of her family business and works in finance at the Chromal Plating
Company. JoEllen Pitzer is an MD who works for St. Jude
Medical Group and the Anaheim Hills Clinic. Candy Plahy
is the Deputy Superintendent of the Placentia-Yorba Linda
Unified School District. Megan Rabin works at Matchbox
Mobile, a technology company and Kate Schreurs is an entrepreneur who owns the Law Offices of Kate M. Schreurs.
Jennifer Wilson owns and presides over Creme de la Creme
and Erin Underhill is the Executive Vice President of
Drama Development at Universal TV.
Enquist and Plahy were the two keynote speakers of the
night. Enquist started the night off with an empowering
speech about what it takes to be successful despite the hindrances one might encounter. She stated, “Character drives

your performance and performance drives results” which
is how leaders and future leaders must think in order to
achieve success. Plahy concluded the night with her speech
on the event as a whole and her advice on how to be
prosperous in one’s career path and in life. “Our ultimate
goal is to prepare future, ready leaders,” Plahy declared.
As many of the panelists mentioned, the message of the
night was to empower women and men to pursue careers
that they are passionate about especially in fields including STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math).
The panelists conveyed this message by recounting their
own experiences of hardships and successes in their work.
The event helped to propel conversation about career paths
with a new understanding of certain industries. Enquist articulated the evening’s purpose and emphasized the night’s
objective home, “We as one big team, will become one big
voice.”

“Our ultimate
goal is to
prepare future,
ready leaders.”
-Plahy
Photos by: Jose Mejia
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Hurricane
Photo Courtesy of: Getty Images

seem to focus on the reality in
which he placed himself in danger
to assist others.

By: Ashley Aviles

time of helping these people in
need. He notably felt frustrated
and inspired. Jacobs said he was
inspired from “seeing the unity
and strength of the people from
Houston.” Jacobs also clarified that
he was frustrated due to “knowing
that I was only human and that I
couldn’t do more, that I couldn’t
immediately fix everything.” OverHurricanes are broken up into five all Jacobs described this situation
as a “humbling experience.”
different categories. A category
four hurricane means that it is
When asked about his actions
incredibly intense and winds can
in those dire moments, Jacobs
pick up to speeds of around 130156 mph. Hurricane Harvey also
seemed hesitant about using the
collectively dropped about 24 feet word “saved,” but used the word
of water on the state. Harvey me- “continuation” when referring
andered around Southern Texas for to those he had helped, relieving
himself from the label of “hero.”
days. According to TIME magazine there were approximately 70 However, by all definitions, these
acts are those of heroism. Humbly,
deaths in Texas’ natural disaster.
Jacobs recalled his actions and he
was careful to speak respectfully
Jacobs had stated that he was on
of those in danger. Jacobs did not
a rollercoaster of emotions at the
Southern Texas- Anthony Jacobs,
a former 2007 Valencia High
School (VHS) graduate, served in
the disastrous Hurricane Harvey
that reached a level of category 4,
meaning that this was a strong and
powerful hurricane. Jacobs joined
the Navy at age 19 and currently
he is 27 years old.
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Jacobs was asked what motivated
him to place himself in such a
dangerous occupation. His quick
response was “I joined the Navy to
be a part of something bigger than
myself. I had belonged to such a
great theatre department at VHS
for so many years that there was
a void of purpose that needed to
be filled.” He continued to thank
Grace Stanton, the theater instructor, for being such a role model for
him.
Valencia introduced Jacobs to a
myriad of diverse groups of people
and showed him how to learn and
work alongside those who were
different from himself which
led him to join the navy. Jacobs
learned from his experience at
VHS that working with a diverse
population can be rewarding which
compelled him to follow a career
path where he would constantly
be working with others in diverse
environments.
Jacobs’ actions displayed true
valor. Being in the Navy has made
a huge impact on his perspective in
life, “with all the negativity transpiring throughout the world, [making a positive difference] really
gives you hope in humanity.”

Link Crew

Links-It-Up
Article and Photos By: Diana Corona

Link Crew is an group at Valencia
High School (VHS) that was established three years ago. This group encourages eleventh and twelfth graders
to be involved with the incoming
ninth graders, making them feel safe,
welcome, and encouraged. Ninth
graders have the opportunity to come
to an orientation to get adjusted to
the school as well as to get to know
their Link leaders and other incoming
freshmen. This process is very exciting because they can form friendships by bonding together as a group
or individually. Link Crew motivates
freshmen throughout the year to keep
up with their school work and to
attend school events such as performances and games, in hopes that they
can be active within the student body.

the school. It’s nice to feel like you’re
associated with a school that has so
much spirit and that you are apart of
one big family.”

During a survey conducted at VHS,
specifically for ninth graders, it was
discovered that approximately 61%
of ninth graders feel much more
comfortable having a Link Leader at
school. Link Crew ensures that Link
leaders are easily reachable so that
ninth graders can approach them if
they ever need help with anything
school related or if they just need a
friend to talk to. The upperclassmen
also most likely experienced what
the freshmen are going through so
it’s nice to have someone to relate to
as well as being given advice. One
freshmen responded,”When I went to
Making the transition, leaving middle orientation I was nervous, but when
school, and entering high school can I found out we were going to have
be difficult for an incoming freshLink buddies that were going to help
men. Which is why Link Crew’s pri- us, I wasn’t nervous anymore.” About
ority is to make the ninth graders feel 86% of all ninth graders at Valencia
comfortable within the school envi- High School would recommend Link
ronment, have the freedom to express Crew to any incoming ninth gradthemselves, become more outgoing
ers. Another [name not provided]
and willing to go to school events.
student interjected, ”They make you
This program was formed with those feel more welcome, which is good for
exact ideas in mind. Lauren Thayer, those who are nervous about starting
Staff Advisor, says, ”I want them to high school.”
feel like they are being involved with
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First
JOBS

Teachers and students share their first jobs
and some of the funny moments that come
with the work-place.

Photo by: Diana Corona

Aracely Jasso- ROP Nursing
By: Jose Meija

Having a fun and unique job is hard to come across.
Aracely Jasso, a junior at Valencia High School, is on
a path to become a Certified Nurse Assistant (CNA).
A CNA helps a patient or client with their healthcare
needs, but it is all under the supervision of a Registered or Licensed Practical Nurse. Some of Jasso’s
job expectations are to “provide a safe environment
[for the clients and] assist the resident to their psychosocial, emotional, spiritual, and cultural needs.”
Working in a different environment can be hard and challenging. When asked what was different from working a
typical part-time job to a CNA job, Jasso stated, “rather
than working with [objects] you work with people who
really need our help and sometimes you can get attached
to them and they tell how much they like having us
around to help.” Jasso shadows a nurse every Thursday
from 4:00P.M. to 8:00P.M. and Saturday from 7:00A.M.
to 3:00P.M. For Jasso, having this work experience is
a big help for her to excell in her occupational goals.
Jasso’s future career is to become a registered nurse.
Every day on her job is a day she is closer to achieving her aspirations. “This is that first step in the right
direction because [making your way to be a CNA] gives
you a lot of hands on experience and background information about what is expected [from] me to do a good
job and fulfill the patient’s needs.” Jasso hopes to gain
“confidence on attending a patient and hands on experience,” all which take time and practice to accomplish.
Jasso claims that a critical portion of her success is due
to her time here at VHS. The skills that assist her include
her “organization skills and time management.” Valencia’s “life skills” have allowed her to learn what it means
to get the job done correctly and safely. Working to be a
CNA has provided a great working environment for Jasso
because “the patients are very thankful.” As Jasso continues to reach closer on becoming a certified nurse, she
“100% recommends” this job position for anyone who
seeks on becoming a future nurse themselves. Jasso will
continue to look out for the health of others and obtain
knowledge and skills that will propel her future success.
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Lesley Romero

Job: McDonalds Cashier
Funny Story: Her coworker spilled sweet tea
while trying to refill it and he tried “saving it.”

Marco Torres

Job: Burger King Cashier
Funny story: Accidentally switched the
customers order with someone else’s.

Tory Collosi

Job: Tillys Cashier
Funny Story: A customer thought she was a
famous model.

Jostin Hernandez

First Job: Chipotle Cashier
Funny story: He spilled a customers beans
all over the counter.

Eugene Ham

First Job: Math tutor
Funny story: He forgot the formula for an
equation and his student told him what it
was.
Photos by: Alondra Hernandez & Darcy Mendoza

Mrs.Fenstermaker

Job: Ralphs

She was decorating a birthday
cake and misspelled the name
of the customer so the customer
returned upset and berated her
for her mistake.

Mr. Rodriguez

Job: Knott’s Berry Farm

He was called to pick up and
throw away a rat that fell in a
fryer.

Mrs. Klingaman

Job: Pig Farm in Germany
She had never fed food to the
pigs and it was something different.

Mr. Conner

Job: Disneyland

He accidentally ran over a cat
with a Disneyland tram in front
of visitors while taking them to
Disneyland.

Mr. Suchsland

Job: Waiter at
Olive Garden

He accidentally dropped the top
of a tray on a bald man’s head
and it made a loud thump.

Mrs. Rodriguez

Job: Truant Officer

Her job was to pick up kids that
would not go to school. So one
day this boy was fighting her and
she told him to get dressed or she
would take him in his pajamas.
He got dressed because he was
scared of her.

Mrs. Crossno

Job: Build-A-Bear

She would be stuffing a bear and
would let stuffing go fly, purposely covering the customers
and the store.

Mrs. Thai

Job: Popeyes

She had her teacher walk into the
restaurant and then she slipped
on the floor in front her. When
Thai got up to walk away she
had only taken three steps before
she fell again.

Mrs. Soukup

Job: Polly’s Pie

She had a customer called
“Dragon Lady” and she was very
mean to the servers.

Photos by: Jeannine Morales & Eunice Chavez
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Moriah Ritchie
Student Spotlight

Photos and Article By: Ashley Aviles and Jose Mejia

Object: Small Bowl
Name: Sandy Beach

Object: Mug
Name: Sky Blue

Obtaining greater skills and success in ceramics has been an big goal
for Moriah Ritchie this school year. She is currently involved in the art
program, at Valencia High School (VHS) which is offered to all grades.
Ceramics is the use of clay to make pots and other articles into your own
form, hardened by heat. She became interested in art when she was ten
years old, but at the age of seventeen she has found a passion for it. She
was first introduced to Valencia’s Ceramics program through a friend of
hers. She had stated, “When I saw [my friends] work I was intrigued
by the process it took to make [ceramics]. After that I knew I wanted to
take ceramics my junior year.” When Ritchie first started Ceramics she
claimed she was lacking in skill, but continued to comment that it was
a learning process. Everyday she continued to learn something new. Her
new found appreciation for ceramics and she aspires to become a ceramics teacher.
Ritchie has gained help from others such as teachers, friends and family.
Her inspiration, comes from “seeing other people [succeed] as ceramic
artist.” She is also inspired by the way Mr. Ryan Reich, a ceramics teacher
at VHS, helps his students “push closer to their creative abilities.” Supporting her further, she reveals that “everyday [my family] inspires me
to create more and challenge my abilities as an artist.” Ritchie’s support
system has helped her strive to new accomplishments and future goals.
“I hope that one day I can inspire someone our age the same way through
art,” states Ritchie.
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Object: Serving Bowl
Name: Sublime

Object: Wide Bowl
Name: Chameleon

Object: Tea Cup
Name: Smokey Skies

FALL 2017
C L A S S

SAT PREP
Elite’s proven SAT prep program provides students with the
funadamental knowledge, skills, and conﬁdence they need
to do their best on test day. Each week, students take one
full-length practice test, followed by in-class test review and
instruction.

Session I (Recommended for summer students)
Targeting October and November Tests
August 31 – October 28

No class on Oct 7 (SAT Test Date)

Weekly Testing (select one)
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

4:00pm–8:00pm
4:00pm–8:00pm
8:00am–12:00pm

Weekly Class (select one)
Saturday
Saturday

8:00am–12:30pm
1:00pm–5:30pm

Please contact us for tuition information.

Session II
Targeting December Test
October 5 – November 25
Weekly Testing
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

(select one)
4:00pm–8:00pm
4:00pm–8:00pm
8:00am–12:00pm

Weekly Class (select one)
Saturday
Saturday

8:00am–12:30pm
1:00pm–5:30pm

S C H E D U L E

Session III (SAT Winter Boot Camp)
Targeting March 2018 Test
December 27 – March 3
DURING WINTER BREAK
Testing
Dec 27, 29 & Jan 3, 5

8:30am–1:00pm

Class
Dec 28, 30 & Jan 4, 6

8:00am–3:00pm (12–1pm lunch)

AFTER WINTER BREAK
Weekly Testing (select one)

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

4:00pm–8:00pm
4:00pm–8:00pm
8:00am–12:00pm

Weekly Class (select one)
Saturday
Saturday

8:00am–12:30pm
1:00pm–5:30pm

Please contact us for tuition information.

PSAT PREP
Starting September 2
Our PSAT classes give students in grade 9 and 10 a solid
understanding of the types of questions they will encounter
on the PSAT, as well as a head start on their SAT prep.

9th/10th Grade

Saturday

9:30am–12:30pm

Please contact us for tuition information.

Please contact us for tuition information.

ELITE PREP ANAHEIM HILLS

5701 SANTA ANA CYN, SUITE T | ANAHEIM HILLS, CA 92807

714.974.0484
anaheimhills@eliteprep.com

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
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Valencia High School (VHS) held their annual AVID barbeque tailgate on October 5th in the VHS quad. This was the third time in which
VHS had hosted an AVID tailgate. For those unaware, AVID stands
for Advancement Via Individual Determination. The program’s main
goal is to help students prepare and ready themselves for a higher education after graduating from High School. Students can begin taking
AVID courses in middle school and can continue with AVID courses
throughout the rest of their high school career. The tailgate helped to
bring AVID students from different grade levels together which helps
to bolster the students motivation in pursuing their goals of attending
college or a university after high school. Brandon Frank, a VHS AVID
instructor was asked to detail why it is that he loves working with
AVID students and he answered stating, “My favorite thing about
working with AVID students is the way that they inspire me through
their perseverance and determination. They constantly remind me
about the value of hard work and I love seeing them grow and mature as we try to prepare them for a successful life after Valencia.”
The tailgate was not just for VHS AVID students however. AVID
students from Kraemer Middle School and Valadez Middle School
were invited to enjoy the tailgate along with their families and other staff members. Frank also commented on the significance of the
event, “The AVID Tailgate is a wonderful opportunity for us to spend
time with our AVID families. It’s also great because we get to welcome our future Tigers from Kraemer and Valadez as well.” The
tailgate was held right before the VHS varsity football game against
Cypress High School, so the attendees were able to enjoy the barbeque and then watch an eventful and victorious football game.
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BIGBROTHE
RISWATCHI
NGYOUBIGB
ROTHERISW
ATCHINGYO
UBIGBROTH
ERISWATCHI
VALENCIA HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA
PRESENTS
GEORGE ORWELL'S

1984

NOVEMBER 9 @ 7:00 PM ~ NOVEMBER 10 @ 7:00 PM
NOVEMBER 11 @ 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM
STUDENT TICKETS: $7 ~ ADULT TICKETS: $12
VALENCIA HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
500 N. BRADFORD AVENUE, PLACENTIA, CA

Photo by: Diana Corona

TIGERS
for
CHARITIES
Article by: Ashley Aviles and Trinity Dunvan

The Associated Student Body (ASB)
is well known for raising student involvement and promoting school
spirit on campus, but underneath the
surface they contribute much more,
not only to Valencia High School
(VHS), but to the community at large.
ASB is comprised of 53 student representatives who work together to benefit
the rest of the student body. Jeff Louie,
the ASB advisor, stated that an integral part of their program is to support
their community and local charities.
The Valencia ASB picks local charities in order to benefit the community. Skylar Ennis, a member of ASB,
asserted, “I like knowing that I can
make a difference in my community.”
ASB tries to raise awareness for these
charities and helps to direct students to the
proper locations, people or organizations
where they can make their contribution.
One of the many community service

based programs ASB has been involved in was to help raise money for
the H.I.S House organization. ASB
raised around $900 for the shelter located across the street from Valencia
High School. H.I.S. House stands for
Homeless Intervention Shelter and it
was established in Placentia in 1989.
Today the H.I.S House program houses
over 2,000 families. This local shelter
assists homeless families and individuals by offering counseling and support
in re-establishing their independence.
A recent project that ASB headed was
to collect monetary donations for the
devastating Hurricane that desolated
Southern Texas. However, Valencia’s
ASB was the not only one involved
in collecting donations. El Dorado’s
ASB worked in tandem with Valencia’s ASB to collectively raise more
awareness and funds for the cause.
Louie and Eron Campuzano, the El
Dorado ASB director, always gather
before the annual Bell game to discuss

Photo by: Jose Mejia

and pick a cause that they support.
The monetary donations for the Hurricane Harvey collection added up to
just under one thousand dollars. ASB
Junior Executive, Alejandro Rosales stated, “It feels good knowing that
you’re making a change without being
rewarded” when asked about his efforts
in collecting donations for the cause.
“Go Gold For Cancer” was a slogan
that was used by Valencia’s ASB in
order to raise awareness of Pediatric Cancer. ASB rallied students for
the cause and the students of Valencia wore gold to show their support.
Another worthwhile chosen cause was
the Breast Cancer awareness campaign. Since October is Breast Cancer
awareness month ASB chose to purchase pink camo shirts to sell to the
students. ASB’s director, Louie had
stated that he purchased them in order
to promote awareness and not to profit.
As ASB always proclaims, “It’s just
like the Tigers to help those in need.”
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How to use El Tigre’s Augmented Reality:
1. Download the FREE Aurasma App
2. Create a FREE profile
3. Follow El Tigre
4. Click on the square on the home page of the app
5. Hold your phone over the magazine picture that has a paw print
6. Watch video and enjoy

