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Valencia, as a campus, has a wonderfully diverse amount of options to get connected through the school and 
your peers. Some of those events would include the Robotics team starting a yearly competition at our own 
school, the Corazon de Vida club going to orphanages in Tijuana, the Bench Buddy program worked on by 
SERVE and BITA, the new Cyber Patriot teams promoting security of a new kind, and the new Link Crew set 
up to support the new freshmen’s transition into high school. Each of these programs do amazing things on 
their own, but together they make the campus shine outward to our community. If my four years in high school 
have taught me anything, I have learned that working hard to help others doesn’t mean you don’t need to have a 
good time along the way. These programs have been implemented because they provide a useful service to the 
community as a whole while also providing a fun learning environment with your peers. In a similar way, I’m 
very glad I was able to be on El Tigre to learn about and talk to the students, teachers, and advisors that make 
such amazing things possible. Being able to capture moments o f 
history for Valencia and Placentia has been a very wonder-
ful and exciting experience for me as a student. El Tigre 
has been around for years, showing off Valencia’s achieve-
ments to students, parents, and even members of the district. 
It shows the many programs, and the caring environment at 
VHS as our students do awesome things to help each other 
and the community as a whole. The whole dynamic of our 
school is about being proud of where we come from, car-
ing about what we have gained from our predecessors and 
what we leave those who will come after us, and about doing 
the best we can in any of our endeavors. Once a tiger, always a tiger.

VHS 2016 Open Letter

As Principal of Valencia High School, I want to express my gratitude to our outstanding students, dedi-
cated staff and supportive parents for making our school such a special place.  The 2015-2016 school year 
has brought much to be proud of as we have reached new heights in Academics, Athletics, Arts and Ac-
tivities.  The “Valencia Family” has embraced our motto of Pride – Tradition – Excellence and I see it ev-
ery day as I walk the campus, visit classrooms and cheer at our athletic and performing arts events.  I ap-
preciate the El Tigre staff for their hard work and dedication in providing a publication that is not only a 
source of valuable information, but also a source of pride to our school.  It has been the honor of my ca-
reer to serve as Principal of this amazing school and I am forever blessed and grateful.  Go Tigers!
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Pride - Tradition - Excellence

-Zachary Thompson

-Mr Rick Lopez
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Humans of  Valencia (HOV)
Humans of Valencia (HOV) is a campaign 
for celebrating individuality that consists 
of people’s pictures and their stories.
  The HOV website features photos of 
Valencia alumni, faculty members, and 
current students. Alongside the pic-
tures are statements, written by the 
person presented in the image. The 
statement is simply a method for the in-
dividual to share a comment that repre-
sents who they are, whether it be their 
story or a description of who they are. 
  The main objective behind HOV is 
to combat both bullying and cyber-
bullying, as well as welcome and em-
brace all types of people on campus. 
HOV does this is by showing that 
we all have interesting aspects about 
ourselves. HOV supports an encom-
passing atmosphere at Valencia that 
encourages conversation about our dif-
ferences and as well as finding simuralty. 
  HOV also touches on the dangers of 
social media and why it is so important 
to understand and respect the impact 

“We are not a club, 
  we are a coalition”

Don’t forget to check out our 
website at www.humansofvalencia.
edublogs.org with this QR code!

that social media can have on ourselves 
and our campus. No other generation 
has had such an opportunity to manipu-
late media as the millennials do now and 
this is why it is so essential to highlight 
the potential dangers of social media.
 Dr. Watkins first initiated this idea and 
has since then worked alongside Ms. 
Schiff to help HOV become widespread 
throughout campus. HOV is growing 
daily, both with student assitance on 
campus and online. One task that will 
always be needed is to find more Tigers 
to feature, that are willing to have their 
picture taken and share their thoughts. 
Be on the lookout for the website. 
If you submit your story, you may 
be the next tiger featured in HOV. 
  HOV is also working with BITA to 
build a monument honoring individu-
ality. It is planned to be a mobile wall 
that consists of pictures and the person’s 
quote. Furthermore, HOV is receiving 
assistance from ASB, Link Crew, AVID, 
and SERVE. These groups are ready 

to assist HOV with upcoming events.
 How You Can Help:
Come up with  ideas for activities 
and create submissions for our web-
site. Students can also create events 
and spirit days with Ms. Schiff’s 
help. Leadership can find informa-
tion on responsible media use and cre-
ate a presentation for the next meeting.
Email rschiff@pylusd.org your story 
and a photo of yourself (in the same 
email please). In addition,  only send 
appropriate content. You are submit-
ting with the understanding that sub-
missions may be edited for content.

What is it?
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The Associated Student Body is 
helping the Human of Valencia cam-
paign by funding, resourcing, creat-
ing signs, and making shirts in order 
to support it. Valencia ASB is mak-
ing it possible to showcase HOV 
around school so everyone can be 
engaged and be notified of meet-
ings and other information to pro-
mote a bullying free environment.

AVID has been involved in the Humans of Valencia bul-
lying awareness campaign by exposing HoV to their 
peers as well as encouraging them to attend the HoV 
club meetings every Monday during lunch. With the 
AVID family coming  together to help with this coali-
tion, Humans of Valencia will expand to great lengths.  

The BITA team and Mr. Morrison are working with Ms. Schiff 
to build a wall that will contain pictures and quotes with stu-
dents and staff that participate in HOV, in order to promote in-
dividuality. Once the wall is completed it will be on the HOV 
website for everyone to see this amazing and spirited wall.

Link Crew led by Mr.Louie, Mr. Rodriguez, Ms. Thayer and Mr. 
Henry are  helping to spread the word on Humans of Valencia cam-
paign for individuality to the new incoming freshman along with 
this year link crew leaders and future leaders. Link crew hopes to 
start a chain reaction by spreading the word with the freshmen.

The Social Emotional Recreational Vocation and 
Education class and Mr. Sologuern, the SERVE 
coordinator, is contributing to the cause by send-
ing amazing leaders to be a part of and assist the 
Humans of Valencia program. SERVE also donat-
ed  a can of paint to paint the wall that the BITA 
team is building for the Humans of Valencia club.



? ?

Valencia Dance Team (VHS Dance) is a competi-
tive year-round activity that is coached by Monica 
Pena and Eric Torres. The 2015-2016 captain is Julia 
Sakakibara(12) and the officers are Tiana Huynh(12) 
and Carly Powell(12) while the All-Male officers include 
Jonah Almanzar(12), Owen Pearson(12), and Garrett 
Evans(12). Every year, Dance Team and All-Male 
perform at the school’s assemblies. Throughout 
the year they have fundraiser events held both in 
and out of school. Not only do the teams perform 
at the assemblies, but they perform at basketball 
and football games as well. Pena 
says she is “nervous and excited 
going into the new season and want 
to continue the momentum from last year 
and I am confident that we will do well.” 
She is also excited because both All-Male and Girls 
Dance Team have gotten a lot closer with each other this 
season. Sakakibara stated, “I have created many memo-
ries from my past four years and have grown more as a 
person and as a dancer.” Also, this year the dance team 

VHS DANCE 

Sadies 
Dynamic

took soloists: Sakakibara, Huynh, Almanzar, Samantha 
Gulewich(11), and Hannah Miller(10) to Miss Dance 
Drill California. Almanzar won the title of Mr. Dance 
Drill California and Miller won Miss Teen Dance Drill 
California. In the Miss Dance Drill California category, 
Gulewich received the 1st runner up title and Sakakibara 
received 4th runner up. The first competition to start off 
the season was taken place at EL Dorado High School. 
The Girls Dance Team received first place in their Large 
jazz. As for All-Male, they received first place and a 
judges award for “Most Entertaining.” This year, Va-
lencia’s Dance Team traveled to San Jose. They won 1st 
place in the following divisions; Small Lyrical, Medium 
Hip-Hop, Large Jazz, and All-Male Small Hip Hop. In 

addition all group made it into the championship divi-
sion. In December they had their annual Winter 

Show which was successful. Winter show 
is a fundraising event which is a per-
formance put on by Valencia Dance 

Team which includes self choreographed dances by 
the dancers and some team performances. The upcom-
ing event is Spring Show which takes place May 13th.

This year’s Sadies Hawkins Dance took place in the new 
gym on Friday, March 18 from 7pm to 10pm. The new 
gym was completely transformed into a giant dance floor 
with large speakers and small circular platforms scattered 
around the dance floor for people to dance on. There were 
also colorful lights that moved across the ceiling and 
shined on crowds of people while they were dancing. In 
the meantime, students had the opportunity to purchase 
snacks and drinks at the entrance of the dance for $1.00. 
The theme for this year’s event was dynamic duo, where 
students wore costumes that matched with their dates or 
with their group of friends. Costumes ranged from super-
heroes to villains, and there were even unique costumes 
such as salt and pepper and Fred along with Wilma from 
the Flintstones. DJ Peg Leg played a variety of music, all 

while showing music videos on the flat screen monitors 
on both sides of the stage. Many of the songs included 
remixes of popular music that were combined with other 
songs to create unexpected drops and unique rhythms. 
 Students enjoyed to dance to amazing music, but 
they also had the opportunity to play arcade games, such 
as Pac-Man and Batman Pinball. There was also a photo 
booth, where anyone could take pictures with their dates 
and friends to remember the moments they shared. On 
both sides of the gym, there were tables for students to 
either take a break or hang out to enjoy the view of peo-
ple dancing and having a good time. The evening ended 
with everyone being both happy and exhausted from all 
the fun and dancing of the evening. It was truly a night 
where students could say that they had fun at school.



VHS Art Show
The Annual Art Show began on May 17th through the 19th 
and featured a wide variety of art. It consisted of photogra-
phy, ceramics, paintings, knitting, filmography, and draw-
ings. Outside of the cafeteria, where the art show was held, 
there were students presenting and selling their ceramic 
works of art. Classes were also able to visit and see what 
their peers have worked on throughout the year. Students 
were allowed to submit more than the masterpiece and it 
could come in any form of art. The gallery also featured 
works that were submitted and judged at the Yorba Linda 
Women’s Club 2016 Student Art Contest, some of which 
placed within the top three in their category. Other works of 
art have also received honorable mentions for their unique 
style of art. Some students such as: Kristen Lee (12) re-
ceived an honorable mention for drawing, Wendoly Espitia 
(12) received an honorable mention for painting and sec-
ond place for photography, Kersten Hasen (12) received 
an honorable mention for 3D Art, Cesar Luna(12) received 
3rd place for photography, and Doraneli Morales (12) re-
ceived third place for ceramics. Congratulations to these 
amazing VHS artists. In each piece of work, it was clear 
that the artist showed an amount of emotion and expres-
sion by using various colors to portray their ideas. There 
was also a Vans competition where Vans Shoes sent VHS 
blank white shoes. It was then the job of the art classes to 
paint and decorate the shoes in a way that represents their 
community and then submitted the piece to be judged for 
the competition. We hope to have another art show next 
year along with outstanding works of art just like this year. 
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This spring season, Valen-
cia High’s baseball teams 
started off great. They 
have been working hard all 
year to get to their League 
plays. Mr. Joe Secoda, the 
head coach, says they’ve 
been working hard and 
practicing since the end 
of last year. Varsity base-
ball has had a total of nine 
wins and seven loses. All 
players have been working 
hard all year and all sea-
son. Their most prominent 
players, to Mr. Secoda, 
that will be back next year 
will be Justin McHale, 
Jacob Briggs, and Cade 
Briggs. We hope to see the 
Tigers of baseball remain 
strong for the remainder 
of this season. Go Tigers!

The boys of lacrosse had 
a tough season, but still 
gave it their all. To help 
guide the boys is Coach 
Steve Rodriguez. The all-
stars Jonathan Dunehew 
(12), Joe Perez (12), Mulan 
Patel (12), Wesley Dale 
(9), Noah Wuele (10), 
Steven Rodriguez (12), 
Broc Bensen (12), Dy-
lan Neal (12), and David 
Mejia (12) helping each 
other with positive attitudes. 
Give it your all, play every 
game like it’s your last, 
and leave that field know-
ing that you tried your best! 
 All the girls on the 
lacrosse team feel like no 
matter the outcome, they 
start and end as family. 
Coaches Mr. Gardner and 
Mr. Van Dam are enthusi-
astic and motivating each 
practice and game. With 
captains Nadia Manzur(11) 
and Kelli Van Dam(11) and 
players Riley Yanek(11) 
and Lorisa Bonales(11) all 
say that “we’re all very 
close, love each other, have 
a better bond than the past 
few years, and work to-
gether as a team no matter 
when each player joined.”

This year, Valencia’s Boys 
Tennis did great. They’ve 
been working hard all 
year to get as good as they 
have become. They have 
a total of 8 wins and 2 
losses. Returning league 
champion player, Jacob 
Lee, has helped the tigers 
get to victory. They hope 
to win against their league 
rival school, Cypress. 
They beat them in CIF 
last year and they are hop-
ing for a victory this year 
as well. Coach McCall has 
worked hard to improve 
the team’s skills. This is 
the second year in a row 
that they’ve gone to CIF.  
Hopefully they will bring 
more wins for the Tigers 
to celebrate. Go Tigers!

Girls and boys swim are 
starting practices off this 
year determined to sweep it 
clean through the rest of the 
season. Both teams are train-
ing hard and getting ready 
for league by practicing five 
days a week after school for 
two hours and two days in the 
morning of each week for an 
hour and a half. These stu-
dents definitely have poten-
tial to make it through CIF 
this year. Since they had five 
swimmers in CIF last year, 
they have even more poten-
tial this year for more swim-
mers. Some leading players 
this year for boys swim is Ja-
cob Christensen(11). A lead-
ing player on girls swim this 
year is Anneliese Petitt(11). 
Both of these swimmers ex-
celled last year and are com-
ing back even stronger this 
year.  Their CIF relay team 
of Aubree Fuher(11), An-
neliese Petitt(11), Stepha-
nie Offner(10), and Kai-
ley Sude(9) placed 12th
Overall, our swimmers 
have had a great sea-
son. Good job Tigers!
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Boys’ Track and Field is 
having a specular season 
this year. They scored 
first place at the Earl 
Engman competition in 
the relay segment of the 
event. Additionally, doz-
ens of individuals have 
placed and received med-
als at many other events 
as well. Furthermore, 
athlete Chachmoni Ben-
Yisrael (12) has been con-
sistently marking over 
20 feet in the long jump.
Girls’ Track and Field is 
also doing well. Like the 
Boys’ team, the Girls’ 
Track and Field team has 
been undefeated in ev-
ery meet they have at-
tended and have won 
multiple solo medals. 
They are also dominat-
ing in the discus event, 
as well as shot put. Keep 
up the good work Girls!

The Softball coach at 
Valencia High School is 
Mr. German. At Valen-
cia, he has been coach-
ing for many years and 
has coached the Head 
Varsity Team since 1998. 
This year is currently his 
18th year as coaching 
the Girls Softball. This 
year the 2015-2016 cap-
tains include Ryan Fish 
(11), Kylie Ruff (11), Jes-
sica Rodriguez (12), and 
Madison Ramos (12). Mr. 
German says softball train 
the girls athletically but it 
also gets them prepared 
for daily life by learning 
how to cope with win-
ning and losing. To start 
off the season they played 
against Jserra High School 
and won by 12-1. He also 
expects for this year to 
be a great season and is 
excited for the results.

This year, Valencia’s golf 
team did great. Coach 
Castillo has had them 
working hard all year. 
They work during the 
school week and on their 
own time over the week-
ends. Derek Castillo (12) 
and Ricky Castillo (9), the 
captains of the team, have 
helped the team stay strong 
and work harder. John 
Dauphin (10), Brendan 
King (12), Sean Rafferty 
(12), Ivan Yu (10), and Jar-
ed Dusky (10) have worked 
hard to have a total of 7 
wins and 1 loss. The tigers 
are doing well and they 
are hoping to go into CIF. 
VHS hope the boys’ hard 
work pays off. Go tigers! 

The 2015-2016 Boys 
Volleyball team finished 
the season in the middle 
of the pack in Empire 
League play. This is Coach 
Thorne’s seventh year 
coaching for the Boys Vol-
leyball team.They were 1-3 
in league and 4-9 overall.
“This is a great group of 
guys. We had some good 
opportunities this season, 
but came up a bit short.” 
Coach James Thorne 
The team is led by se-
niors AJ Arcilla and An-
drew Altamirano as well 
as Adam Suarez, a junior.
“Next year, we will be 
bringing up several play-
ers from the Junior Var-
sity squad, this season 
was all about rebuild-
ing. I like our chances 
next year,” stated Thorne.
Good luck next year tigers!
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Last March, the Valencia High School Academic Decath-
lon Team placed 17th out of 69 other schools during the 
state competition in Sacramento. This competition al-
lows teams to challenge peers in order to showcase their 
expertise and knowledge in history, literature, science, 
math, economics, music, art, interviewing, and speak-
ing with the overall theme being India. The Academic 
Decathlon also requires the competitors to cooperate and 
work together.Each team has three members that have a 
GPA average of 3.75 to 4.0, three that have a GPA of 3.00 
to 3.74, and three that have a GPA of 0.00 to 2.99. Before 
competing in the Sacramento match, they scored sec-
ond in the county competition and won the Super Quiz. 
 
 The Super Quiz is an intense multiple choice 
questionnaire in which every team member may attend. 
They have been preparing for this event since the begin-
ning of summer and have met during 7th period and sac-
rificed a tremendous amount of time dedicated to study-
ing to gain such prestige. Due to the team’s amazing 
chemistry and ability to have a good attitude under pres-
sure, they have been able to achieve these amazing feats. 
 
 The team members include Sienna Chen, Joyce 
Chew, Jordan Ehrman, Linda Feregrino, Jacob Leiken, 
Andrew Nguyen, Tiffanie Nguyen, and Rojan Rijal.  
The team is coached by Fred Jenkins, Mindi Foote, Sam 

Myovich, Kay Kerby, and Danielle Connor. 
Many members of the team have received 
medals for their work in the event. Andrew 
Nguyen (12) has won a considerable amount 
of solo rewards that includes a gold medal in 

By:  Mikey Winters

interview and speech, a silver medal in science, and bronze 
medal in economics. Nguyen was also the first student in 
Valencia High School who received 1st place in Division 
1 for all around performance. Not only this, another stu-
dent, Joyce Chew (12), had a perfect score of 1000 in math 
earning a gold medal and a bronze in economics. Jordan 
Ehrman(12)  bronze medal in Music, and Jacob Leiken (12) 
also received a bronze medal in Science and in Social Studies.
 
 Despite this year’s outstanding success, the team 
has loftier goals for next year. Some of those aspirations 
include getting into the top 10 of the state, and taking first 
place in the Super Quiz event for the second year in a row. 
We look forward to how our tigers is going to do next year.

   OC Academic Decathlon



Chemistry Olympiad is a well 
known chemistry competition 
that is geared towards allow-
ing students to compete at a 
national level. More than 1000 
students every year compete in 
the competition at a regional 
and national level.  It is led by 
Mr Shenton, who was joined 
by Benjamin Nguyen, and 
June Ho Park who competed at a national level round for 
Chemistry Olympiad. They were joined by students from 
University, Beckman, Troy, Brea Olinda, Edison, Irvine, 
and Northwood, to represent Orange County. Addition-
ally, the first year competition was also held  for first year 
chemistry students. Fifty of orange county’s top schools 
sent eight students to Cal Student University, Fullerton 
to compete against each other. Valencia’s team consisted 
of Aayush Somani, Chanson Zhao, Ashwin Bhupathy, 
Junil KIm, and William Chung. Valencia finished sec-
ond with Aayush Somani receiving the top score Valen-
cia. Valencia did extremely well at their final Chemistry 
Olympiad competition and will be recognized at the ACS 
Chemistry Awards Dinner held at UC Irvine on May 24.

Science Olympiad is an American middle school 
and high school team competition in which students 
compete in ‘events’ pertaining to various scientific 
disciplines, including earth science, biology, chem-
istry, physics, and engineering. Valencia has its very 
own science olympiad team, which is led by Ms. 
Leonard. Ms. Leonard is one of the head coaches 
for this program, and she teaches Physics and AP 
Physics. Currently there are 23 different events in 
the competition that our school competes in. The 
competition teams typically consist of two students 
per team with a number of individual events. The 
student teams then go on together and compete in 
various scientific events. There is an event dur-
ing the competition where students are required 
to build different objects, students typically build 
planes and buildings. Our fellow tigers do very well 
in the building events. The students spend time at 
home practicing building objects, such as planes 
and then bring them into class to test out their cre-
ation. VHS Science Olympiad currently partici-
pates in regional and state competitions. Next year 
they hope to compete in area invitational competi-
tions. Way to go tigers! Keep up the good work!

Science Olympiad
By: Sarah Zamani

   OC Academic Decathlon

Chemistry Champ!
By: Naomi Toftner

JoinEl Tigre
WHERE: Room 410 
WHEN: 6th period

WHAT?: Photographer, Art-
ist. Writer, Computer Guru, 
InDesign, Photoshop, all 
around great human being! 
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Maxfield Thompson: I got connected to Valencia through my older siblings and I’ve since gotten involved in Val Tech. Adam Worden: My mom used to work 
here, but I found my place in Val Tech, and more specifically computer science, which helped me pursue my dream of making video games. Karina Butler: When 
I arrived for my first day of school I was nervous, but other students were glad to help me and since I have made wonderful friends. Ezaz Hasnain: I am con-
nected to my school in a positive way through my participation in several extracurricular activities, such as orchestra, Chess Club (which I am the president), and 
Junior Varsity volleyball. These make me proud of being a tiger. Kyle Janes: I am connected to Valencia with sports. I am currently in baseball right now but I 
have played basketball and football my first two years at Valencia. Rubin Patel: I got connected to Valencia through my older sibling and I’ve since gotten in-
volved in IB. Briana Messer: I am connected to Valencia through the ROP Medical program and the HOSA club. I also played tennis my first two years at VHS. 
Sean Rafferty: I been connected to VHS through golf, Robotics (team and class), graphic design. Tiara Silva: Joining cheer helped me branch out to meet new 
people and try new things for example different classes and activities. Jennifer Avellaneda: Life’s a climb, but the view is great at VHS. Shawn Larkins: All my 
best friends go here. Tommy Bui: Track and Field/ Football opened up opportunities for me in high school. Jesse Teter: Football has made my high school ca-
reer a memorable one alongside my fellow teammates. Mitchell Nishimoto: I couldn’t imagine my high school career without sports. Joseph Perez: I love VHS 
more than I love pizza. Ami Vu: With the support of teachers  I have been able to push myself to my limits and excel academically. Shout out Bilhartz! Daniel 
Ceballos: Over the course of high school I have met many people that have greatly impacted my life. Hayden Werbe: I couldn’t imagine my school career without 
football! Hanging with all my friends like Claire Cullen and Ally Robinson. Chachmoni Ben-Yisrael: VHS has really connected me with many of my friends I can 
now call family especially through football, basketball, and track. Sabrina Alvarez: I joined programs and got involved in sports. It made my classmates feel like a 
family. Stephanie Martinez: VHS was a huge part of my life. I’ll never forget the time that I’ve spent here surrounded by awesome friends and classmates. David 
Pirali: I was nervous coming into VHS for the first time. I never had experienced an atmosphere like this before. Playing water polo helped me connect with many 
people here and I’m glad I did. Jacquelyn Gomez: From being in the Drama class to being a docent for the Anne Frank play, to enjoying my moments in water polo, 
and having amazing times with the pre-school kids. It’s the small moments that create an astonishing life at VHS. Karen Camacho: Having outgoing friends to 
join you school events adds on to all the memories. I’ve been extremely fortunate to have found a group of friends that have been there for me since middle school 
and now being able to graduate together in June. Alondra Leal: In my four years at Valencia I participated in three different sports and have been in the Drama 
club for all four years. Drama has had to be one of the most important connections I have to Valencia. Being involved with so many activities for Drama has made 
my high school experience better than anticipated. Ethan Nguyen: I’ve been in sports all four years and been involved in many clubs. 
It helped me get involved in Valencia and make many new friends. Brian Kim: During my four years, I’ve been invovlved in ASB 
as President, varsity basketball, and many clubs. I think the more involved you get with your school, the more fun you will have.
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Maxfield Thompson: I got connected to Valencia through my older siblings and I’ve since gotten involved in Val Tech. Adam Worden: My mom used to work 
here, but I found my place in Val Tech, and more specifically computer science, which helped me pursue my dream of making video games. Karina Butler: When 
I arrived for my first day of school I was nervous, but other students were glad to help me and since I have made wonderful friends. Ezaz Hasnain: I am con-
nected to my school in a positive way through my participation in several extracurricular activities, such as orchestra, Chess Club (which I am the president), and 
Junior Varsity volleyball. These make me proud of being a tiger. Kyle Janes: I am connected to Valencia with sports. I am currently in baseball right now but I 
have played basketball and football my first two years at Valencia. Rubin Patel: I got connected to Valencia through my older sibling and I’ve since gotten in-
volved in IB. Briana Messer: I am connected to Valencia through the ROP Medical program and the HOSA club. I also played tennis my first two years at VHS. 
Sean Rafferty: I been connected to VHS through golf, Robotics (team and class), graphic design. Tiara Silva: Joining cheer helped me branch out to meet new 
people and try new things for example different classes and activities. Jennifer Avellaneda: Life’s a climb, but the view is great at VHS. Shawn Larkins: All my 
best friends go here. Tommy Bui: Track and Field/ Football opened up opportunities for me in high school. Jesse Teter: Football has made my high school ca-
reer a memorable one alongside my fellow teammates. Mitchell Nishimoto: I couldn’t imagine my high school career without sports. Joseph Perez: I love VHS 
more than I love pizza. Ami Vu: With the support of teachers  I have been able to push myself to my limits and excel academically. Shout out Bilhartz! Daniel 
Ceballos: Over the course of high school I have met many people that have greatly impacted my life. Hayden Werbe: I couldn’t imagine my school career without 
football! Hanging with all my friends like Claire Cullen and Ally Robinson. Chachmoni Ben-Yisrael: VHS has really connected me with many of my friends I can 
now call family especially through football, basketball, and track. Sabrina Alvarez: I joined programs and got involved in sports. It made my classmates feel like a 
family. Stephanie Martinez: VHS was a huge part of my life. I’ll never forget the time that I’ve spent here surrounded by awesome friends and classmates. David 
Pirali: I was nervous coming into VHS for the first time. I never had experienced an atmosphere like this before. Playing water polo helped me connect with many 
people here and I’m glad I did. Jacquelyn Gomez: From being in the Drama class to being a docent for the Anne Frank play, to enjoying my moments in water polo, 
and having amazing times with the pre-school kids. It’s the small moments that create an astonishing life at VHS. Karen Camacho: Having outgoing friends to 
join you school events adds on to all the memories. I’ve been extremely fortunate to have found a group of friends that have been there for me since middle school 
and now being able to graduate together in June. Alondra Leal: In my four years at Valencia I participated in three different sports and have been in the Drama 
club for all four years. Drama has had to be one of the most important connections I have to Valencia. Being involved with so many activities for Drama has made 
my high school experience better than anticipated. Ethan Nguyen: I’ve been in sports all four years and been involved in many clubs. 
It helped me get involved in Valencia and make many new friends. Brian Kim: During my four years, I’ve been invovlved in ASB 
as President, varsity basketball, and many clubs. I think the more involved you get with your school, the more fun you will have.
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Class Of 2016 Seniors!

ELTIGRE

In no uncertain terms, both high
school and El Tigre have turned 
out to need lots of work. It always 
ends up worth it one way or anoth-
er. I was told high school at Valen-
cia was going to be a lot of things. 
Among the praise and the warn-
ings, I was told that I should seek 
to make myself have a bad time if 
I want to succeed. I must sadly re-
port I accomplished that quite nicely.

- Zachary Thompson

I’m so thankful to be graduating from 
such an amazing school. From the staff 
members, to El Tigre, and the students on 
campus, I will always hold Valencia close 
to my heart because it is where I learned 
how much potential I have. Thank you 
staff and once a tiger, always a tiger.

- Angie Carmona

Words from the Editor-in-chief

On the first day of my freshman year, I 
knew that changing my 6th period to El 
Tigre was somehow going to be the right 
choice. The last four years has been a 
wild ride, and I’m glad that I got to be 
a part of the Tigre crew. Born too late 
to explore the world, born too early to 
explore the universe, born just in time 
to explore dank memes with El Tigre.

- Michelle Lee

Being apart of El Tigre has shaped the way 
I look at the journalism world. It has been 
very fun being apart of this class and it has 
taught me a lot from being responsible to 
being patient. In the end I felt that I have 
accomplished a lot by being connected.

- Gabriel Bermudez

El Tigre helped me im-
prove my photoshop skills. 
Don’t look back to the past, 
just move henceforward.
The duration of this school 
year in El Tige were  a 
good year and I had fun .  

- Jovanny Celis

I am so thankful for spending four years 
of my life here at Valencia with all the 
amazing teachers and staff. They have had 
a huge part in shaping the person I am to-
day and expanding my mind. I’ve made so 
many new friendships through the class-
es I’ve taken that will probably last me a 

lifetime. I’ll be sad when I leave, but it 
is time for me to continue my education 
somewhere else and do great things.

- Jackie Montero

“Work more than others, 
think more than others ,
expect less then others” 

-Shakespeare 
Some thing you can use not 
only in this class but in life.

- Alexis Hernandez



The night was one full of 
excitement fueled fans and 
players; everyone was anx-
ious to see how the teams 
would do on the court. 

After many games and many 
thrown dodgeballs, two teams 
reigned supreme, the Mal-
lows and the DodgeFathers. 
After the two teams beat Nike 
FC back to back, leaving FC 
in third place, it was time for 
them to face each other. The 
final game began like any oth-

er, with a scurrying of feet to 
the ball line. The first minute 
passed and a lone mallow was 
left against two of the Dodge-
fathers. He managed to hit one 
of his opponents, leaving Ma-
son Paine (12) against Tanner 
Lane (11) in a one on one battle. 

Each of them were using the 
defense technique coined by 
Mr. Parker, which involved 
kneeling and blocking the ball. 
They each had a long stand-
off, urging the other to attack. 

Top Three Team Quotes
1st Place - “Gainz,” - Mallow
2nd Place - “Don’t Blink,” - Dodge Fathers
3rd Place - “Get Rekt,” - Nike FC

Finally, when Tanner threw 
a ball at Pain and missed, 
Paine took the shot while Tan-
ner was vulnerable and man-
aged to finish the tournament   
leaving the Mallows as the 
2016 Dodgeball Champions!    

“We might take it easy 
on them, then again...We 
might not” - Tiger Tamers

Words from the Editor-in-chief



TEDx

TEDx

Tedx has given Valencia the opportunity to host a conference for the past 2 years and is 
quickly becoming a tradition at the school. Angie Carmona (12), who was a speaker 

at the Tedx conference this February, tells her account of her experience, “ I am 
honored to say I had the opportunity to partake of the Tedx show and be one 

of nine high school students to give a Ted talk. There are no words to 
describe the sense of accomplishment I felt after giving a Ted 

Talk, a once in a lifetime experience that will stay with me 
forever.” Other performers, such as Yasmine Abo-

Shadi (12), Jacob Leiken (12), Lauren Young 
(12),  Ariel Nadratowski (11), Sameet 

Inamdar (11), Rojan Rijal (11), 
Yuritzi Mendoza (8),  Mi-

chaela Artavia-High 
(11), and Tobi 

P a r k 

(7),  
c o n -

nected and 
related it to music, 

social media, religion 
and a variety of other topics.

Each speaker was able to choose a staff 
member from VHS as their mentor in order 

to help the presenters from audition to stage. How-
ever, influence from one instructor was ubiquitous. Dr. 

Watkins, the vice principal of VHS and Tedx Organizer, with 
help from Edward Rebolledo, the co-organizer, was why this amaz-

ing event could be held at Valencia. Watkins has contributed so much to the 
school that led up to Tedx, so it would not be the same without her. Thanks again 

to all the wonderful students and staff who helped make that amazing event happen.

Angie 
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Nadrataowski
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On Wednesday, April 13th, Valencia 
had its annual Distinguished Schol-
ars Night in the new auditorium. Mr. 
Lopez began the event by giving an 
opening speech to the proud parents, 
congratulating the students for all their 
hard work and dedication. He then 
gave ASB president, Brian Kim (12), 
the opportunity to address the audience 
and students. His short speech also 
congratulated the Class of 2016 for 
pushing through the last four school 
years with determination and strength. 
Afterwards, the keynote speaker, Ac-
tivities Director Mr. Louie, had the 
chance to share a few words with the 
audience. The recipients, arranged 
from freshman to seniors, and the 
teachers (including Ms. Sawyer, Mr. 
Parker, Mr. Stanley, and Ms. Walker) 
called each person individually to re-
ceive a certificate honoring their hard 

Distinguished Scholars 
By: Jackie Montero and Shandiz Moradi

Shandiz Moradi (10)

Michaela Artavia-High (11)Brayden Bishop (11)

Yahve Nuño (12)

Jennifer Avellaneda (12)

Anshal Anand (12)

work and academic achievements. 
Honors recipients also received ei-
ther a cotton letter or a brass pin 
to put on their letterman jacket.



This year’s 
spring musi-
cal featured 

the “25th Annual Putnam 
Spelling Bee.” The musical 
consists of six students and 
their love for spelling. In the 
opening scene, the teacher, 
Ms. Peretti, showcased the 
trophy for the winner of the 
spelling bee. During the play, 
every member of the spelling 
bee expresses their personal-

ity and history which shows how each character is 
unique from the others. Leaf Coneybear is very ex-
cited with his trusty cape and interesting sidekick, a 
finger puppet elephant which assist him as he spells 
the names of Amazon rodents. Olive Ostrovsky has 
trouble with insecurity while she sings of her absent 
father and her lost mother in India. William Barfeé 
is very confident and very eager to spell, especially 
when his “magic” spelling foot is on his side. How-
ever, he begins to have trouble once his advantage 
is sabotaged. Marcy Parker is the smartest of the 
group, knowing more than 5 languages and is very 
determined to win even though she claims she is “not 
all business”. Rona Lisa Peretti is the teacher of the 
students, who is a motherly figure. Doug Panch is 
the judge of the spelling bee and the vice principal. 

Mitch Mahoney is the cool convict with the leather jacket, that consoles 
the kids when they are disqualified. Logainne Schwartzandgrubenierre 
is the youngest contestant. She talks about politics and has two gay 
dads that make her work too hard, yet keep her too safe. Chip Tolen-
tino is the athlete of the group. Chip is a Boy Scout and 24th annual 
spelling bee winner. Throughout the play, they have flashbacks of fam-
ily and moments of their spelling adventures. Each contestant has their 
own fun technique on how to spell. There’s lots of sarcastic humour, 
there’s lots of energy from each and everyone of them. It has many com-
ical moments that will keep you laughing and smiling from the start.

Spring Musical 



VHS Eagle Scouts

Nathan Fortner (11), who has been 
in Boy Scouts for eleven years, said 
that his years as a Scout were “the 
best years of his life.” For many Boy 
Scouts, the Eagle Scout project is 
an acceptance into adulthood due to 
the fact that most Eagle Scouts be-
gin at the age of 17. This is true for 
Fortner, who finds Boy Scouts as a 
way “to go places and meet people.” 
Additionally, Boy Scouts has helped 
Fortner persevere through school and 
his personal life. It has taught him to 
develop public speaking skills, as 
well as confidence to use leadership 
skills in school and throughout his 
personal life. For his  Eagle Scout 
project,  Fortner plans to build a 
bike rack near the science buildings.

 Reeder Loveland (12), a senior who 
has been in Boy Scouts for eleven 
years, is building a trophy case for 
the wrestling room. He believes that 
a trophy case exemplifies the “tradi-
tion and excellence of the wrestling 
team, and of Valencia High School.” 
Boy Scouts has made him into a 
“mature leader,” who takes into 
consideration the Boy Scout law in 
all situations of his life. Boy Scouts 
helped him enjoy the outdoors, and 
given him values that he believes 
“nothing else ever could have.”

Stephen Sweet (9) recently earned 
his Eagle Scout for building an out-
door classroom, and demonstrating 
what it means to be a Boy Scout as 
well. The outdoor classroom was 
inspired by Mr Lopez, who helped 
him come up with the idea of learn-
ing in a different environment. It 
took  roughly around 100  hours of 
work, and many other boy scouts 
aided him during the building pro-
cess.  Sweet states that Boy Scouts 
has taught him to give back to the 
community and appreciate other 
people more. The process of build-
ing the outdoor classroom and being 
in boy scouts has helped Sweet ma-
ture and give back to his community. 
 



This year, Mr. Roy Morrison was named the 
North Orange County ROP Teacher of the Year. 
He has been teaching at Valencia High School 
for 10 years and instructs the BITA  (Build-
ing Industry Technology Academy) program 
at Valencia High School. He takes his students 
on a four year journey learning about engineer-
ing, plumbing, measures, and more through 
BITA 1 and ends with their senior year during 
BITA 4. They receive hands-on learning that all 
200 students in the program experience. He pre-
pares them for life skills and things that should 
assist them in everyday life when they become 
independent. Mr. Morrison has helped many this 
year on campus with different classes, sports, 
and clubs. He has made a concession stand for 

ROP North Orange County: Teacher of theYear

Valencia High School’s Graduation ceremony June 16- Contact Mr. Louie in the ASB office for more details• 
Wagner Elementary School is hosting a carnival May 30; helping set up, clean up, and work booths.• 
Children’s Hospital of Orange County volunteer information at www.choc.org• 
The rising Leaders’ Organization of Volunteers for the Elderly- http://rlove.us/• 
Orange County Volunteer site- www.volunteermatch.org• 
City of Placentia- www.placentia.org• 
Volunteer Center Orange County One OC- http://www.oneoc.org/• 
United Way- http://www.unitedwayoc.org/• 
Points of Light Foundation- http://www.handsonnetwork.org/• 
Placentia Library Community Information  • 
Page- http://www.placentialibrary.org/resources/community-information

Community Service Opportunities...

Get You
r Hours 

Done Tigers!

our baseball team, a sandbox and playhouse for 
preschool, newsstands for El Tigre, benches for 
bench buddies, and a wall for Humans of Va-
lencia. Previously, he has also helped out with 
the huge counter in the library that all of VHS 
uses. He tries to give his students a founda-
tion for a career that is involved with the work 
they do in class. He is proud of the work that 
he’s done, and it shows through his students. 
He is very surprised and grateful to have 
won the award and humbly says his stu-
dents are what made this award possible. He 
thanks them because he believes they have 
contributed more to the classroom than he 
has. Mr. Morrison has helped make Valen-
cia a dynamic and well rounded environment.
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How to Make:
- Stock: Chicken bones
  (Remove the bone out of the chicken thighs),
    3 Celery stalks, 2 whole carrots, 2 large white    
    onions, water bouquet garnet (pepper corn, 
    parsley, bay leaves go in a cloth) all go in the 
    pot to make the stock. 
- Strain the stock into another pot and discard the       
   veggies. 
- Chicken: season the chicken thighs with pepper 
  and pour some olive oil on them and put them in  
  the oven 375 Fahrenheit for 15 min 
- Chicken vegetable soup:
  Heat olive oil in your stock pot and add 1 me  
  dium onion chopped, 3 garlic cloves (minced), 6 
  large carrots chopped into 1/2 inch thick pieces,   
  2 celery stalks chopped into 1/2 inch thick pieces. 
  Let them sit for 5-6 min. 
- Add the broth and cover and simmer for 12-15 
   min until the veggies get tender. 
- Add shredded cooked meat from the chicken and    
  allow to simmer for a few minutes and then it’s        
  ready.

Ingredients: 
- 2 ¼ cup all purpose flour
- 1 Tsp baking soda
- 1 Tsp salt
- 2 sticks of butter (softened)
- ¾ cup granulated sugar
- ¾ cup packed brown sugar
- 1 Tsp vanilla extract
- 2 Eggs
- 2 cups nestle toll house semi 
  sweet chocolate morsels

How to Make:
- Preheat oven to 375. 
- Place all purpose flower, baking soda, and salt in a small bowl. Set   
  aside. 
- In a larger bowl place butter, sugar, brown sugar, vanilla extract. 
  Mix until creamy. 
- Add eggs one at a time and beat well after each addition. 
- Gradually add the flour mix. Stir in nestle toll house semi sweet 
  chocolate morsels. 
- Drop by rounded tablespoon onto ungreased baking sheets. 
- Bake for 9-11 minutes. Cool on baking sheets for 2 minutes.

Ingredients: 
- One whole organic 
   chicken, rinsed
- 2 whole carrots
- 3 celery stalks
- 2 large white onions 
   quarted
- 1 head of garlic halved
   bunch of fresh thyme
- 2 bay leaves pepper corns
  Bouquet Garni

Ingredients:
- 8 ounces good semisweet choco-- 
   late chips
- ½ cup heavy cream
- 1 teaspoon coffee
How to Make:
Cook the chocolate chips, heavy cream 
and coffee in the top of a double boiler 
over simmering water until smooth 
and warm stirring occasionally.

Chocolate Ganache:
Level of Difficulty:

Chicken Soup 
Level of Difficulty:

Chocolate Chip Cookies:
Level of Difficulty:

 Culinary 
  Cubs

ROP North Orange County: Teacher of theYear

Community Service Opportunities...



Clarissa Aguirre: 
IB Diploma Candidate. 

AP Scholar with distinction (4 
years). 

Varsity Swim (4 years). 
Will attend Stanford University 

studying Human Biology.

Joyce Chew: 
IB Diploma Candidate, National 

Merit Finalist, National AP Schol-
ar, AP Scholar with Distinction

Marching Band, Drumline, Con-
cert Band, Jazz Band.  

Voted Most Musical Female 
(12th). 

Will attend Calvin College to 
study mathematics.

Jaein Cho:
 IB Diploma Candidate. 
Distinguished Scholar (4 

years). 
Future Business Leaders of 

America. 
JV Cross Country (4 years). 

Will attend UC Berkeley as a 
History major.

Andrew Nguyen: 
IB Diploma Candidate, National 

Merit Finalist
2016 VHS Department Scholar: 

Social Science. 
JV water polo (2 years) JV Swim 

(2 years). 
Will attend UCLA on a biochem-

istry and business economics 
major.

Jacob Leiken:
 IB Diploma Candidate, Val Tech 

Diploma Candidate, National 
Merit Commended Scholar, Dis-

tinguished Scholar (4 years).
 President of Programming Club. 
High School Intern Tech Support 

Coordinator at Boeing. 
Will attend Brown University as a 

Computer Science major.

Hemant Kadiamada:
 IB Diploma Candidate. 

AP Scholar with distinction.  
Tennis (4 years). 

Will attend Brown University 
for the Program in Liberal 

Medical Education with con-
centration in Public Health.

TIGER OF   THE YEAR
Candidates for



Sydney Kusumoputro: 
IB Diploma Candidate, National 
Merit Scholar, AP Scholar with 

distinction.
 VHS World Vision President.
 Will attend UCLA studying 

biochemistry.

Kaitlyn Lee: 
IB Diploma Candidate, National 
Merit Scholar, AP Scholar with 

distinction, Distinguished scholar (4 
years). 

Jazz Band, Symphony Orchestra, 
Wind Ensemble, MArching/Sym-

phonic Orchestra. 
Will attend UCLA to study Mo-

lecular, Cell, And Developmental 
Biology.

Alec Sweet: 
IB Diploma Candidate, 2016 VHS 
Department Scholar Awards: So-
cial Science and Men’s Athletics. 

AP Scholar with distinction. 
Football (4 years) 

Will attend Pomona College 
to dual major in PPE (politics, 

philosophy, and economics) and 
pre-law.

Grant Wang:
IB Diploma Candidate, 18 AP/IB 
Courses all A’s, National Merit 

Scholar Commended, NHS,CSF
Science Olympiad Team Cap-

tain, OCAD JV,VHS Basketball 
Scholar Athlete, CM Piano 10

Will attend UC Berkley to study 
Computer Science

TIGER OF   THE YEAR

“At Valencia we have a very unique 
process for selecting our valedicto-
rians. We do not follow the normal 
academic ranking process, but rather 
evaluate our senior holistically based 
on their academic record, personal 
qualities, and their contribution to 
our school and community. A facul-
ty committee is convened to create a 
candidate pool of the top seniors with 
special concerns for their personal 
qualities and contributions. Nomi-
nees must be of extraordinary char-
acter, school spirit, and must have an 
extensive resume of service activities. 
These students reflect the values and 
qualities, we as a school hope to in-
still in every young person that en-
ters the school gates.” - Mark Stanley



FBLA
Future Business Leaders of America

Future Business Leaders of Ameri-
ca is a society of well-rounded stu-
dents, that have members all across 
the nation who collaborate together 
in order to gain insight in the areas 
of business and consulting. It is one 
of the top organizations in educa-
tion and business, and the amount 
of members in it are steadily grow-
ing. It can range from the  school 
club level, regionals, to even na-

tional competitions. Currently, there 
are about 70 members involved at 
Valencia, and they participate in 
competitions that include their area 
of expertise. Melinda Guo(11) is the 
Valencia president of FBLA. Guo  
joined when she was a freshman and 
now sees the world in business terms. 
She has been awarded public speak-

ing and marketing medals at competi-
tions. When asked why Guo wanted to 
become president she replied: “Busi-
ness is fundamental in every field or 
major. Most schools lack real business 
classes, and FBLA provides a collab-
orative experience to understand the 
world of business.” FBLA’s affect on 
students futures is incredibly positive. 
For example, with the knowledge that 
FBLA gave her, Guo started her own 
company: Juv Consulting. Juv Con-
sulting is a youth consulting compa-
ny that specializes in providing busi-
ness advice to nonprofit organizations 
and companies that are starting up. 
FBLA represents an experience that 
most students do not have: a glimpse 
into the world of business that 
shapes who they are as young adults.

Future Business Leaders of 
America (FBLA) gives 
students the opportunity 
to network, put commu-
nication skills into prac-
tice, and compete against 

students from all over 
California and the country. 

The Tigers did a great job and are returning to 
the National Leadership Conference this year 
with two competitors new to the FBLA na-
tional competition. June Ho Park and Kevin 
Kim both took 3rd place at the state confer-
ence and earned a trip to Atlanta. June will 
compete in Economics, Microeconomics, and 
Advertising. Kevin will compete in Job In-
terview, Microeconomics, and Advertising.
FBLA is growing and the club is ready to 
take their skills to a greater height next year.





TIGERS IN THE HALLS

VHS 3D (Printer)
Club



TIGERS IN THE HALLS

 This semester, Val-
erie Narumi (11) started 
the 3D Printer Club. The 
3D Printer Club is a club 
for students who want to 
help children that are in 
need of prosthetic arms or 
for students who are well 
versed in computer sci-
ence and are interested in 
coding the construction of 
the arms. After finding an 
organization online called 
E-Nable :http://enablingth-
efuture.org/, Narumi came 
up with the idea to help 
children in need who can’t 
afford prosthetic hands by 

VHS 3D (Printer)
Club

creating cheap substitutes. 
This organization helps 
families that have children 
who need  prosthetic hands 
but cannot obtain them 
due to financial problems. 

 Prosthetic hands 
made by other companies 
are very expensive, and 
are hard to afford for many 
families across the coun-
try. Not only are prosthetic 
arms expensive, growing 
children must constantly 
buy new prosthetic arms to 
keep up with their growth 
spurts, and the constant 

payments can be very det-
rimental to a family’s finan-
cial situation. Through start-
ing this club, Narumi hopes 
to show students about 
“coding and modeling 3D 
objects for future STEM ca-
reers,” as well as aid these 
families by providing in-
expensive prosthetic arms.

 Narumi’s father 
works at  Raytheon, and 
through him, Narumi and 
the club members wrote an 
essay to Raytheon stating 
that they wanted to start a 
club to help families in need. 

Their request was approved 
some time during the first 
semester of the school year, 
and planning for the club has 
g frorownm then. As of now 
Raytheon is the only com-
pany who has made dona-
tions, to the 3D Printer Club 
but the club is on the look-
out for other prospective 
companies for sponsorships. 

 With the donations 
from Raytheon, they were 
able to order the 3D printer 
from MakerBot Industries.  
MakerBot is an industry 
that works solely on 3D 
printers. After building the 
prototype, the club must get 
it confirmed by the organi-
zation. The coders will pro-
gram the hand to work as 
needed for the person who 
will be getting the hand. 
After getting it approved 
and coded, they will keep in 
contact with the recipients. 

 The club will offer a 
variety of measurements and 
colors for the child, making 
it customizable to suit the 
user. If the project is a suc-
cess, then the club will con-
tinue to help children within 
and outside our community.

From left to right, Lucas 
Booher (11), Valeria Naru-
mi (11),  Caroline Bostwick 
(10), and Joshua Shook (11)

Robotic Arm Prototype



   STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Ethan Thio (10) has made extraordi-
nary accomplishments in speech and 
debate competitions related to the 
Forensics Club. The Forensics club 
is a competitive team, engaging in 
speaking events, where a single per-
son advocates, informs, or entertains 
on a prepared or impromptu topic. 
Thio practices and competes in many 
of these speech and debate events.  
Thio has taken home awards in im-
promptu and persuasive speaking 
along with parliamentary debates. 
Thio is the OC League champ in 
Impromptu and is going to represent 
VHS and Orange County at the State 
Championship coming up. In rela-
tion to his experience with the club; 
Thio is quoted as saying, “We have 
a great coach, Ms. Chathi Ander-
son, who has made me a much better 
speaker and debater than ever be-
fore. I’m naturally a shy person, but 
this activity has allowed me to make 
my voice heard when I want or need 
it to be.” Such a humble response 
from a truly amazing student resem-
bles Valencia’s character perfectly.

On International Women’s Day, 
March 8, Sana Talwar (12) was in-
vited to the Digital Women’s Con-
ference. The conference presented 
speakers who discussed their begin-
nings in the film, publishing, tech-
nological and, media industry. It 
was designed to empower women 
to strive for any career they desire. 
Talwar was a featured presenter and 
discussed her work in the documen-
tary “CodeGirl,” which was released 
last year. Those running the confer-
ence were interested with what she 
has done and accomplished, since 
her role in the inspiring documen-
tary. With her presentation, she was 
granted a tour of the Youtube Head-
quarters by Whitney Rosenthal, a 
creative producer at Youtube. Ad-
ditionally, Talwar has taught cod-
ing at Kraemer Middle School and 
led an all-girls CyberPatriot team at 
its competition last fall. She is very 
passionate about women’s rights and 

says, “It is important for 
young girls to have a fe-
male influence because so 
few are in the tech field.”

 
This February, Gabby Garcia, a se-
nior at Valencia High School, won 
her fourth CIF state championship in 
girls wrestling. Garcia started wres-
tling at the age of six. She became 
interested in wrestling because she 
would warm up with her brothers and 
she would watch them wrestle along 
with her uncles. Her mentors are 
her uncles and brothers, who   have 
wrestled previously Valencia High 
School. Garcia started wrestling 
exclusively against other females, 
when she started high school, previ-
ously her only competitions allowed 
for her to compete with males. Dur-
ing her time here at Valencia, she 
won three CIF southern section 
championships and four CIF state 
championships. Her goal this year 
was to improve and to be better than 
she was last year. She brought down 
her opponent to end the time at 3:29 
with a score of 6-0. She is very proud 
of winning state. She likes the feel-
ing of knowing that all her hard work 
paid off. Garcia’s future goals are 
still undecided, but she will continue 
her wrestling career for now wres-
tling at King University, Tennessee.

Sana Talwar Ethan Thio Gabby Garcia



HOSA
This spring, the Valencia High 
School HOSA (Health Occupa-
tions Students of America) chap-
ter attended the State Leadership 
Conference in Anaheim. HOSA 
is an organization involved in 
teaching and encouraging stu-
dents who have a desire to be 
in the medical field. During the 
event in Anaheim, HOSA chap-
ters from across the state meet to 
hold workshops as well as over 
thirty competitions related to 
the medical field. Some of these 
competitions include speaking, 
interviewing, and poster making. 
The State Leadership Conference 
is not only meant to support stu-
dents who strive to be a physician 

but also strengthen leadership 
skills between their peers,   Ellie 
Bui, a senior who has been in the 
medical program at VHS for two 
years,  participated in the spell-
ing contest received 3rd place out 
of 25 and has been invited to the 
HOSA International Leadership 
Conference located in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Prior to her win, she 
was required to undergo a series of 
difficult spelling tests before she 
could compete. HOSA students 
from all across America, Mexico, 
Canada and, Germany are also at-
tending the international confer-
ence. Bui will battle against con-
testants from all over the world!

$4,000. Karen Camacho and Raul Vera also 
won the Hope International
University Scholarship Of 
$12,000. Congratulations ti-
gers, you will do great things in 
life. The AVID family is proud. 

By: Mikey Winters

Health Occupations Students of America

BY : Daisy Lew

Valencia High School is proud to 
announce that five AVID seniors 
were recognized at the Orange 
County Department of Education 
AVID senior standout recognition. 
They were chosen out of more than 
500 applicants across the country. 
This year’s senior standout was 
Jennifer Avellaneda. According to 
Mr. Frank, the AVID senior teach-
er, she is an example of what the 
AVID program is all about. She’s 

participated in a lot of extracur-
ricular activities such as yearbook, 
dance, and orchestra. She’s excelled 
in all of her academics, taking the 
most rigorous classes possible.. 
She’s overcome many obstacles in 
her life, but she was able to over-
come all of this with the help of 
her AVID family. She received the 
AVID Kingston Technology Schol-
arship of $5,000. She also won 
the Hope International University 
Scholarship of $20,416. Ises Segu-
ra and Angels Scholar also received 

AVID 
$CHOLAR$HIP



Mr. Lopez has been nothing but sup-

portive for all kinds of programs on 

campus. Seeing him go will be really 

sad, but I’m glad he’s being promot-

ed to a higher position. He certainly 

deserves it! 

                      
    Zachary Thompson
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Rick Lopez is not just the leader of a 

great school, he is a partner in the educa-

tion of all of it’s students. Although this 

was clear everyday, it was the most obvi-

ous at last year’s graduation. You could 

see how proud Rick was for each and 

every student walking across that stage       

               
               

      Jocelyn Young 

 Mr. Lopez, thank you for being a 
visionary in knowing just what Valen-
cia needs at all times. Your ability to 
eloquently speak the truth and always 
take the time to be visible and acces-
sible to parents, students and staff as 
needed is going to be greatly missed. I 
wish you all the best on your new en-
deavor at the district office but remem-
ber your home is always at VHS.   
                                         Mrs.Bahner

      ONCE A TIGER 
          ALWAYS A TIGER 

Mr. Lopez is one of the most 

supportive people on campus. 

He takes the time to learn your 

name, go to your events, and 

make you feel special and 

wanted at this school 

               
         Jethro Pobre 12

Mr. Lopez was an amaz-ing principal that has greatly impacted my life over the past two years 
   Brandon Sayphraraj 11

Always engaged in the school, has 

a deep love for Valencia and all the 

students. He provides countless 

opportunities for everyone to grow 

and become great 

 
             

             
   Kara Maurer 

Mr. Lopez is great, charismatic, and en-thusiastic! He seems to be very interested in what you have to say and he will be missed 
   
                    Mazzy Palomares

I will forever be grateful for all Mr. 

Lopez has done for not only the 

school, but for me as well. Mr. Lo-

pez has motivated me to pursue big-

ger and better things. Thank you Mr. 

Lopez for showing me that I have a 

greater potential that I never saw in 

me. Pride, Tradition, and Excellence                       

                      Angie Carmona



       ¡Buena               Suerte                        JEFE!  
                            Luis Garcia

Thank you for being the best prin-cipal ever. Also, thank you for your support for the tennis team. Your dedication to our school made such a great impact on the lives of us Va-lencia students. I hope you have a great and awesome career to come!                                                                                                                                                                              Josh Yun

Since he joined the Valencia admin-

istrative team, I have been inspired 

by Mr. Lopez’s wisdom and fair-

ness in all of his dealings with stu-

dents and staff. It has been a plea-

sure and a honor to have him as 

principal of VHS. He will be missed, 

but his promotion is well deserved 

Ms. Rose 

  
Always engaged in the school, has 

a deep love for Valencia and all the 

students. He provides countless op-

portunities for everyone to grow and 

become great  

         
         

         
     Kara Maurer 

Rick Lopez is the best principal that 

I have ever known. As a student and 

teacher at VHS I have worked with 

many principals and Mr. Lopez is by 

far and away the kindest, and most 

dedicated.  He has a genuine love for 

the students and staff at this school and 

is the epitome of "Pride, Tradition, and 

Excellence". We will miss him greatly                                      

                                        Mrs. Fenstermaker 

I will always remember and take to heart Mr. Lopez's words of wisdom or stories at the end of every staff meeting. It was those words and sto-ries that inspire and remind me of the positive influence I can make through teaching in the life of my students.                      Paola Suchsland

I am extremely grateful to Mr. 

Lopez for all that he has done for 

me and for VHS. His character and 

hard work have helped make this 

school so wonderful and he will be 

greatly missed here. 

              
             E

mily Greenberg

         ONE VISION,  ONE SCHOOL!                  GO TIGERS!       
                                  Jeff Louie

Valencia was a great place before Mr. 

Lopez arrived and it is unbelievable 

how much better it is now. Thank you 

for Mr. Lopez for all you have done to 

make VHS the best school around 

                 
           Mr. Bilhartz

Thanks for always having snick-ers available every day for me. It has truly been a pleasure to have worked with you these past years. Good luck and enjoy time with your family!                               
                                   Mrs.Connor 

      ONCE A TIGER 
          ALWAYS A TIGER 

You Gave Us Your Heart
We hope to keep a portion of it safe for you!



Congratulations
Class Of 2016


